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CBS Libel Suit Codefendant

Is Endorsed by CIA Analyst

By Eleanor Randolph

Washington Post Staff Writer

NEW YORK, Jan. 22—-George
W. Allen, a longtime analyst for the

CIA, strongly endorsed former col-

league Samuel A. 'Adams today,
saying that -Adams took more se-

.riously than most the CIA motto;
“Ye shall know .the truth and the -

truth shall make you free.”
Allen, a vitness for CBS in re-
tired general William C. Westmore-

land’s $120 . million libel action

against the network, said that Ad-
ams, a codefendant in the case, dis-
played “an unusually high sense of
integrity” when he
helped estimate Vietnam enemy
troop figures for the CIA in the late
1960s.

"Allen’s praise came after Adams
had stepped down from more than a
week on the witness stand, includ-
ing almost three grueling days of
cross-examination by Westmore-
land attorney David M. Dorsen.

“Free at last,” CBS lawyer David
Boies said to Adams, as both sides
concluded their questions. The wit-
ness, judge and jury laughed.

Adams, whose theory on how en-
emy troop strength was underes-
timated was central to the CBS
broadcast, attempted to regain

_ground with the jury today after ..

_more than 15 yearsincluded an es-}

left hxm confused and makmg con-
tradictory statements,

For example, Dorsen had asked {
Adams whether a CIA memoran-
dum that Adams apparently kept for

timate of the number of enemy 'sol-
diers that had been counted as “po-
litical.”

Adams rephed “If it does, I don’t
recall it. Maybe I have it. Maybe it
says so. I don’t recall anything like
that. I don't think that that was in
the memorandum. It may have
been.”

When Boies today presented Ad-
ams with a memo believed to be the
one that had provoked the confu-
sion, Adams read it and told the jury

_ fxrmly that it “does not” include the
- estimate for enemy political work-
v ~

ersin.Vietnam. .
‘The CBS broadcast,“The Un-

.. counted Enemy: A Vietnam Decep-
. tion,”

charged that Westmoreland
was part of a conspiracy in 1967 to
keep .his officers from reporting
higher enemy troop data for fear
that such numbers would turn more

~ Americans against the war.

Central to the case is the ques-

tion of why Westmoreland felt that

certain enemy troops—called “self-
defense” forces or home militia
troops—were civilians and whether
_they were dropped-from .an official

questnomng by -Dorsen occasionally ---enemy count. -
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